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Donald Trump’s unorthodox campaign methods and subsequent election dominated headlines in 2016,
sparking angry protests from coast to coast. Now, Actors Bridge Ensemble (https://actorsbridge.org/) is teaming
up with theater artists across the country for a series of theatrical events created in response to the presidential
election.
“National Month of Outrage” was initially organized by Jonathan Alexandratos, an alum of the Nashville
Repertory Theatre/Ingram New Works Lab, who quickly assembled a New York City-based team of artists to
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create new works of protest in response to the election. It soon became clear, however, that Alexandratos was
not alone.

Jessika Malone, Actors Bridge associate artistic director. (Photo: Submitted)

Among those eager to join the national conversation? Jessika Malone, Actors Bridge associate artistic director, and Nate Eppler, Nashville Repertory
Theatre playwright in residence and director of the Ingram New Works Lab.
“Before the final announcement was even made on election night, I was already thinking about how we, as theater artists, might best respond,” Malone
says. “I felt we needed to make a bold statement — not only to help process and reflect our current situation, but also to reach out to those who may be
feeling especially marginalized. By 8 a.m. the next morning, I had a message from both Jonathan and Nate, and it was clear that we were talking about a
large, multi-city effort, with events taking place throughout the month of January.”
The resulting “National Month of Outrage,” is designated for Jan. 1-31, at theaters in New York City, Nashville, Chicago, Los Angeles and Washington
D.C
Nashville will host two events, “RALLY/CRY” (7 p.m. Jan. 13) and “GRRRL NATION” (7 p.m. Jan. 14). Both events will take place at Darkhorse Theatre,
with proceeds benefiting local nonprofit organizations, including Planned Parenthood of Middle & East Tennessee, Conexión Américas
(http://www.conexionamericas.org/) and Act Like a GRRRL (http://actlikeagrrrl.org/) (Actors Bridge’s groundbreaking writing/performance program for
teenage girls).
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“‘GRRRL NATION" will offer monologues, dances and songs that give voice to women and girls,” Malone says,
noting that the event is being curated by Vali Forrister, Actors Bridge producing artistic director and founder of Act
Like a GRRRL. “Nate and I are curating ‘RALLY/CRY,’ which is a bit more broad, featuring a variety of
perspectives,
both established artists and emerging voices.
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“We’ll have short plays, solo performances, satirical sketch comedy and inter-discipline performances featuring
dance and film. After the performance, audience members will have the opportunity to connect with nonprofit and
grassroots organizations, to learn more about how to get involved.”
For Eppler, that opportunity to “match outrage with action” is key.
“Outrage on its own won’t ever be enough,” he says. “This event isn’t intended only for left-of-center liberals to
Vali Forrister, Actors Bridge
producing artistic director and
founder of Act Like a
GRRRL. (Photo: Submitted)

shout in harmony. This event is for anyone who feels unmoored by the events of the 2016 election and wants to
do something about it.

Nate Eppler, Nashville Repertory Theatre playwright in residence and director of the Ingram New Works Lab. (Photo: Wesley Duffee-Braun)

“Over and over again when politics comes up short, culture has to jump into the breach. Whether it was because of it or in spite of it, the election of
Donald Trump feels like the legitimization of the toxic sexism, racism and bigotry we heard him spout throughout the campaign. That’s not the America
the majority of Americans want, and I’m going to do what I can to amplify every voice of dissent.”
If you go
What: Actors Bridge Ensemble presents “RALLY/CRY” and “GRRRL NATION,” part of the National Month of Outrage
When: Performances at “RALLY/CRY, ” 7 p.m. Jan. 13 “GRRRL NATION,” 7 p.m. Jan. 14.
Where: Darkhorse Theatre, 4610 Charlotte Ave.
Tickets: $10, with proceeds benefitting local nonprofit organizations
Contact: tinyurl.com/nashvilleoutrage (http://tinyurl.com/nashvilleoutrage)

83395032
Read or Share this story: http://tnne.ws/2j8tHwZ
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